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As this school year comes to 
an end, we now have 28 accredited 
programs with 5 more awaiting 
validation visits. Accredited 
programs are listed on the reverse 
side of this newsletter.  For 
programs that are already 
accredited, we are providing 
information on reaccredidation 
and support for additional 
professional development through 
our Training Calendar. Please 
watch for our calendar, which will 
be mailed to sites soon to help 
you, plan ahead.  

We would like to welcome 
the communities of East 
Providence and Johnston to the 
KEYS to QUALITY Project! Our 
team looks forward to working 
with you. 
If you are interested in learning 
more about the Keys to Quality 
Accreditation Project and would 
like to be on our mailing list for 
the Training Calendar and related 
mailings, please send contact 
information to: Joyce Ruppell, 
Pojac Point, North Kingstown, RI 
02852,  ruppellbsyc@ids.net. Have 
a great summer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Keys to Quality (KQ) multi-site 

workshops that are open to current 
and former KQ sites, those interested 
in being a KQ site, and 
CHILDSPAN center-based project 
sites.  Where space limitations are an 
issue, KQ sites will be given 1st 
preference.  These multi-site 
workshops give local programs both 
high quality training as well as a 
chance to network with other sites.  
These are provided directly by the 
KQ Project and are available for 
PDC credit. Statewide and regional 
conferences of interest to Keys to 
Quality sites are also listed in the 
calendar.  These are not provided 
directly by the KQ Project, although 
KQ staff may be presenters. 

 
• September 2001- Developmentally 

Appropriate Practice 
• September 2001 - Child/Staff 

Interactions 
• October 20, 2001 - Keys To 

Quality Conference (Statewide 
Conference) 

• October 2001 - Curriculum 
Challenge I 

• October 2001 - Family 
Involvement  

• October 2001 - Early Childhood 
Inclusion 

• November 15-17, 2001 - New 
England Kindergarten Conference 
(Targeted At Preschool Through 
Grade 2) November 2001 - 
Discipline Through Positive 
Guidance 

• November 2001 – Effective 
Transition Practices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Spring Calendar with these topics: 
 
• January 2002 - Health And Safety 
• February 2002 –Multicultural 

Education 
• February 2002 - Preparing Your 
   Program Book And Preparing For 

Your Validation Visit 
• March 2002 - Curriculum Challenge 

II (follow-up For Those Who 
Attended Curriculum Challenge I) 

• May 2002 - RI Early Childhood 
Conference 

 
How to register: 
 
KQ Sponsored Multi-Site Workshops - 
Approximately 6 weeks prior to each 
training event, a registration form will 
be sent to current and former KQ 
sites, those interested in being a KQ 
site, and CHILDSPAN center-based 
project sites.  In most instances, there 
are no fees for attending these 
sessions.  Most workshops are held in 
later afternoon.  Curriculum Challenge 
sessions are generally held on 
Saturdays. 
 
Statewide Conferences - Registration for 
these conferences will NOT be 
handled by the KQ Project although 
KQ staff will be sharing information 
with you about these events.  You 
must register through the regular 
conference registration procedures. 
 
How to get more information: A more 
detailed calendar will be provided this 
spring featuring a description for each 
session. 
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Accreditation Key: “It is not an 
easy task to continue in the self 
study process and achieve 
accreditation once again. Keys to 
Quality give support that is 
positive and proactive while it 
empowers teachers. This is the 
strength of this project.” 
 - an elementary school 
principal participating the re-
accreditation. 
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This month we are focusing on 
one of the first Keys to Quality 
sites to go through re-
accreditation: Sullivan School 
in Newport RI.  When we asked 
the lead contact, special education 
teacher, Janice Masciarelli WHY 
the staff wanted to continue with 
the accreditation process, she said, 
“There are always changes in programs: 
new staff, new evaluation tools and more 
training needed. We were amazed at 
how much support is available through 
Keys to Quality. “  Janice related 
how a new teacher felt like she 
was a real part of the early 
childhood program now because 
of the reaccredidation self study 
process.  Maria Van Anglen, 
principal affirms these views; “self 
study gives structure for reflective 
practice.” “Accreditation provides 
the catalyst for change!” 
          There have been some big 
physical changes at Sullivan since 
becoming accredited: all new 
playground equipment has been 
installed with tricycles and storage 
shed, classrooms have been 
soundproofed and new faucets 
added.  
         Reaccredidation allows 
teachers to come together, share 
problems and devise strategies as 
they examine criteria in a deeper 
way, than sites may have been able 
to do the first time.   It also can 
provide for increased emphasis on 
collaborating with community 
partners.  Sullivan School partners 
with New Visions Project Head 
Start, which has a family center 
and COZ right on site.  This 
center connects families to 
services before they come to 
school to ensure that children are 
ready to learn when they arrive.  
         The staff values this “very 
rewarding experience” and is looking 
forward to their validation visit 
before the end of the school year.  
“We have a quality program we are 
proud of that meets national standards.” 

 
 
 

Want to see quality programs that 
have become NAEYC accredited?   
Want practical advice on this process 
from staff in public school kindergartens 
and preschools, Head Start, and 
childcare Programs? Give these 
programs a call! 
 
• Jamestown Elementary Preschool 
• East Greenwich Cooperative’s 

Children’s Center in partnership 
with East Greenwich  School Dept. 

• Elmhurst Elementary, Portsmouth 
• Melville Elementary, Portsmouth 
• Sullivan Sch ool Elementary, 

Newport 
• New Visions Project Head Start, 

Newport (co -located with Sullivan 
School) 

• Frenchtown Elementary, East 
Greenwich  

• South County Head Start, 
Narragansett in partnership with 
Narragansett School Dept. 

• Kent County YMCA - Y’s Owl 
Nursery & Preschool, in 
partnership with Warwick School 
Dept. 

• Child, Inc., in partnership with 
Warwick School Dept. 

• Charlestown Early Learning Center 
in partnership with Chariho School 
Dept. 

• Austin Levy Elementary, 
Burrillville 

• Hazard School, South Kingstown 
• Jamestown Early Learning Center 

in partnership with Jamestown 
School Dept. 

• Happy Hearts Learning Center in 
partnership with East Greenwich 
Dept. 

• Tri-Town Community Action 
Head Start in partnership with 
Burrillville School Dept 

• Early Years Learning Center in 
partnership with Providence 
School Dept. 

• Extended Day Kindergarten 
Program at Tower Street 
Elementary, Westerly 

• YMCA Nursery School in 
partnership with Westerly School 
Dept. 

• Hathaway Elementary, Portsmouth  
• YMCA Nursery School in 

partnership with Warwick School 
Dept. 

• Charlestown Elementary, Chariho 
• Hope Valley Elementary, Chariho 
• Dunn’s Corner Elementary, 

Westerly 
• Early years Learning Center, 

Providence 
• Springbrook Elementary Preschool, 

Westerly 
• Narragansett Elementary, 

Narragansett 
 
 
 
 
Would you like to be trained as an 
NAEYC Validator?  To qualify, you 
must have: 
1. Experience administering an 

accredited program; 
2. a baccalaureate degree in Early 

Childhood Education / Child 
Development; 

3. experience working with young 
children in a group program; and 
the flexibility to conduct at least 
three validation visits per year. 

 
NAEYC requires validators to 

participate in Validator Training to 
become a validator.  To maintain 
status as a validator, these persons 
must be retrained every 3 years and 
must have conducted at least 3 
validation visits per year. 
 

If you would like a copy of the 
validator training application, please 
contact NAEYC at 1/800/ 424-2460.  
You can also log on to their website at 
http://www.naeyc.org or you can e-
mail them at naeyc@naeyc.org 
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Accreditation Key: The process has 
confirmed our strengths and given 
insights on areas for improvement. 
     - Ashaway Elementary, Chariho 
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